"TUB YEAR OF OUR FORD" 



If Nixon' s tapes lead to the belief he road nothing hut Sfcs Sic Crises his 
record is S BH t xw lm that of the man who 1 1 , tfaagy y r’aig'fc'rigigY 

Nothing on Orwell’s precient political satire was to© ridiculous to he Nixon's 
grin practise. Even the militant kids who took te the streets never mentioned this hut 
it is the fact. 

"War is peace" in Orwell’s satire. Nixon waged war in Southeast Asia fer four 
of the cruelest years and net only called it peace hut continued it to make an election 
issue of his bringing" peace" te the corner of the world that remains in flames. It was as 
it had been with his innocent household pet and his wife's so-called Republican cloth 
coat, they were the issues on which he ran fer vice president. 

Then and "driving the creeks out of Washington." He meant the kind of people who 
would take a deepfreeze as a present. 

The version of this book that grew too long began v/ith an account of Nixon's 
career of always being on the take. His personal crookedness bggan with a college escapade, 
a break-in, no less. Into the Dean's office. His political career began with taking- 
money from the Baltimore corporation he was supposedly investigating fer the Navy in 
World War II contracts. He used this Honey to fey to California to file against the 
most notorious re-baiter of the day, the liberal Jerry Voorhis, who Nixon beat by red- 
baiting hiu to death. The illegal gifts he took from wealthy ultra-right Californians, 
when exposed, led to his Checkers speech. When he ran fer Governor of California after 
JFK beat hia he was caught in sweatheart deals on property, with Mafia and Teamseter 
overtones, and he claimed persecution. One of the better ways hx of being persecuted is 
to buy valuable property for less than the mortgage ®n it. 

No matter how one counts it, and the ceunting foes on, no calculation of Nixon's 
take as President come3 to less than a million dollars ana teb times that much in 
tyax money was wut into property his acquisition ef which is is sheer generosity t® 
call "clouded." 



Two years after it was exp® seel that he’d swindled the Treasury ©ut ©f a malf- 
Millien in federal taxes alone with a crooked deg^ on "his" papers, Meaning these 
paid for by tax money and generated while ho held earlier offices, the full magnitude 
of that swindle regained to Tie bregutht© public lights Everybody was afcaid. Full 
exposure would have involved officials of the General Services Administration - his 
appointees - and of the Justice Department - from his Attorney General down - in 
conspiracies/ to commit fraudo % then he first Attorney General was under mulptiple 
indictments and his second a self-confessed felon. Convicted hut nit jailed because 
with him crine was judicially determined to he an act of over-zealous friendship for 
IJhieh tho judge praised him from the bench and his m© re serious crimes, which include 
perjury, were uncharged in the deal© 

Having given the country the administration which set a record for criminality 
and for jailed officials, the first Attorney General to he convicted and s© large sin 
assortment of lessor felons, Nixon displayed his superiority to his appointees by 
escaping even indictment, a feat without equal and made possible by his "enemies" 
and their gutlessnoss. 

In this practise of Orwell Nixon thus had run on a "law and order" platform© 

His promise was to take crime off the streets# N# politican was ever more faithful to 
a campaign promise. Nixon took crime from the streets and moved it into the White 
House, the halls of Ju3tie© and all subordinate agencies fpr which he found time and 
opportunity. 

While ho was diligent in his pursuit of personal Tioedle h© did not neglect the 
basic legal structure of the land© John Mitchell set t© re-writing the Constitution 
into a machine for the authoritarian! zing the nation. His major gfffgrfc public effort was 
before the annual convention ©f the American -*ar Asseciatien, which was without notable 
protest. ( ) 

Mitchell’s fellow felon was Robert Marxian. Kardian, who handled Watergate hush- 
money, had been the Nixon-Mitchell Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Internal 



Secu±ity Bi vision until he moved to CREEP. By th® tine this combination, was swept from 
public office they had converted the fundamental American right embodied in the grand 
jury system int® a means ®f perpetual persecution ef th® politically unpopular and an 
instrument for denying the rights it was supposed to preserve and protect. An issue ®f 
the American x rial Lawyers ' Association magagino, Trial ( ) 

is devoted to discussion ®f this single subversion ©f the nest fundamental American 
rights. 

True to Orwell, Nixon and company called it "law and order." 

Nixon brought no major innovations to public corruption. His major asset was a 

great lack of scruple than any prior pelitican ef any rank ever brought to public 

office. Nixon was a copier, even a plagiarist in his speeches. His greatest delights, 

joys his en-eanera smirling barely hid, were in stealing the felicitous phrases ef his 

Most previous 

greatest enemy, JFK and turning them around in their meanings, grriow administrations 
had all been tainted with financial scandals, generally patty, like the deepfreeze 
gifts ef the Truman period. The major graft scandals had, however, been in two prior 
Republican administration's, Grant's and Harding's. In neither ease did personal 
corruption touch the President. 

That came closer in the Eisenhower administration. Ike, the ebenficiary of special 
legislation that made what was crooked tax benefits for other men legal for him, became 
wealthy by it. His top assistant, Sherman Adnas, was forced out over what was called a 
vicuna coat scandal in which his friend and benefactor ef a long political career gave 
him such a cent. Jack Andersen later published evidence that hidden Ljt this coat was 
money well into six figures. 

Real graft moved into the White House itself when Richard Nixon became vice 
president. With him as President, even his employees dipped into the White House safe, 
as John Bean was to confess before the Senate Watergate committee. ( H ) 0 

Self-preservation becomes important to a man this cunning and this dedicated to 
enjoying the side benefits once considered characteristic ef the so-called "banana 
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republics" only. In this Nixon owes a great debt te a man little known outside 
of Maryland and known uniquely in Maryland as the most persisting dumdum in its 
political history 0 

George Mahoney gresw wealthy as a contractor, a business in which political 
payoffs and public contracts arc the hand and the glevo 0 Maryland is nominally a 
Uomoeratie state* Mahoney is a Democrat • In a lifetine of office seeking one of 
Mahoney's unique accomplishments is to elect Republicans* Whatever nomination he was able 
to snaffle, his Republican opponent was always the beneficiary. 

One of Mahoney's net inconsiderable accomplishments is an inability te speak in 
sentences* -^n fact, by the time of his last campaign he has established beyond question 
that he didn't knew what a sentence is and made prominent public display in TV appearances 
and debates that he was unable to complete the expression of the simplest thoughts. He 
entertained no other kind but he never managed to express them* 

Thanks to Mahoney's capture of the democratic nomination for governor the election 
before Nixon became President, his little-known Republican opponent, Spire Tt^hodore 
Agnew became Givernor. Nobody knew Agnew* It was enough that they knew Mahoney* 
A^naisxsiiigiixxaa^HExpiXKfHxxHjasa One single aGt by Agnew made him a pa 
national figure* During that era of campus turmoil when blacks made an issue of the 
undorfinaneial and general dial denial of adequate facilities in the institutions t© 
whieh they were restricted, there was a modest protest at Morgan State College, one of 
these neglected black colleges* Agnew' s characteristic and instinctive reaction was 
racist* ^*t made him famous, a fame that could not have been his from his prior public 
offices, head of the PTA and executive officer ©f wealthy Baltimore County (which does 
not include the city of the same name)* 



What goes on in the traditional smoke-filled rooms becomes known only from reports 
attributed to those who, inside them, negotiate and bargain. One of these reports is 
that Nixon chase Agnew to run as vice president in a deal with ultra Stren Thurmond, 
a hawk of a Democrat turned Republican over the race issue, in the hope that this bribe 
to the seuth would deliver southern vote for Nixon. It was, in fact, his margin. 



Agnews practise in campaigning authenticates the report from these smoke-filled 
rooms. He "became racist v/ith etithets like "Jap" and Poliak" and, when surprised by 
the strong negative reaction, had a ready answer* £ew could he, a Greek, be a racist? 

It is traditienal that conventions rubber-stamp thxxEhxiEHXEf presidential candidates 
choice of running-mates. It is also the conventional political wisdom, violated in recent 
years enly by the McGovern campaign, that the presidential candidate learas all there 
is to knew about his running mato before Baking his choice public. 

Grafts is traditional in Maryland politic*. Nowhere was it less secret thai in 

Baltinere bounty. Without investigation it was a safe assumption that Agnew was on the 

finances 

take. With any kind of investigation of his fisaiiKXHjs only proof had to surface. Agnew 
livod inscc style that his known income could not account for. 

Whether or not N$xon knew he selectod as his Vice President a nan who was a crook 
may be a question. That Agnew's crookedness became one of Nixon's major assets in 
avoiding impeachment is beyond question. This meant also that in the end Nixen would have 
still another asset, selecting with n© opposition the next man t© be a single heart- 
beat away from the presidency should anything happen to Nixon. Including impeachment. 

And thus it was that Nixen* s personal appointee as ^nitod States Attorney for 

Maryland came to Nixon's rescue. George Beall, whose father had been a hack ©publican 

Congressman and Senator uniquely without disctinctien othor than in doing his party 

duties and whose brother was then Nixonian Senator, started an investigation it is said 

of Denecratic crookedness ef Baltimore County and just stumbled en a plethora of 

incriminating evidence against Agaev?. In the deal that enable Agnew to avoid becoming the 

first American Vice President jailed, and jailed as an uncommonly common crook. Agnew 

agreed to a cemproid.se in which he admitted to ah bill of particulars 40 pages long. 

His admitted crookedness was far a ten-year period extending into his Vice Presidency, 
verbatim 

The nore printing ef these specifications consumed three full pages of the Washington 
Pist ef October 11, 1973. Meat ef its main news section was deveted to this unprecedented 
story of unprecedented, criminality of the Nixon "lav? and order" administration, 

"Law and order" and its companion, "justice," administered by Nixon through his 



Nov/ there had been no more visible, no mere vocal Nixonian than Agnew. There was 
nothing of which in Nixon's service Agnew was not capable. It is he who launched the 
najer Nixon assault on the press/ as naprujity corrupt, as politically opposed to Nixon 
and that austerious something for which Nixon allegedly stood and thus long before Nixon 
needed fears instilled in the media, Agnew did it. With the fedcrallt-licensed media 
this was especially effective because the possibilities of Nixonian retribution were 
obvious* 

In this service there was no lie ©f which Agnew was net capable# The oveiwhelmingly 
Rpublican-owned press became Democrat controlled in the Nixon-Agnew version. The reality 
is that virtually IOC/ of the press supported Dixon's re-election. 

So cri^B and crude was Nixon's sacrifice of Agnow as Nixon's shiled that the 
New York Post's Agnow-hating co,umnist, Pet© Haid.ll, was moved to writ© - before the ax 
fell on Agnow 's neck, that "If a guy from Bay fiidge ttreated his friends the way Nixon 
has treated Agnew, ohn Mitchell, or h. Patrick ^\ray they would pick his remains out 
of an ashtray some Saturday night." 

The Nixon gang was hardbitten, going after Agnew with such vengeance s® that Nixon 
might escape impeachment by the sacrifice of Agnew that had not Agnow accepted the deal, 
they had planned to lay a 50-c®unt indictment on him. (Pist IO/17/73) Agnew could net have 
lived long enough to serve out the sentences possible. 



personally-appointed Attorney General and personally-appointed United States Attorney 
for ilaiyland, worked their way and there was, naturally, a deal* Agnew copped a plea, 
paid a wrist-slap $ 10,000 fine and continued for a long period with both foot in the 
public trough* (Post 10/l l/ 73 )<^The deal included Agnew's resignation, the only alternative 
to whieh was impeachment* This meant that Agnew would be publicly silent, would have no 
single word t© say about Nixon, whose impeachment had been pkblicly discussed for siore 
than a year, before the investigation that ©ffed Agnew* 

"Most Agnew Aides Placed in U.S.Jobs," The WashingtonPost reported throe konths 
later* (l/20/74) Tjis silenced these most likely to be in a position t© say what Nixon 
did net want said* What Nixon did net want said is the part he had in baling himself 
out by throwing Agnew overboard* One s ery along this line was headed “Probe Leaks 
Blamed on Nixon Aides*” (Post 12/14/73) "There were unquestionably leaks from the 
White House ,' 1 Beall admitted, "as part of a plan to pressure Agnew into resigning." 

(Post 12/H/73) 

A Horthwestem University prtfesser of Constitutional law, Thenas Sai Todd, 
is among tho not inconsiderable n unbar whs saw the Agnew deal and Nixon's part in it 
as "the perfect escape hatch for President Nixon,," (Chicago Today, 1 0/ 1 2 / 75 ) This, as 
Todd and uharx others clearly saw, enable Nixon to appoint a khbkkkx "friendly" 
successor to Agnew who, "if Nixon later resigned/// 0 . 0 w©uld servo as Nixon's insurance 
policy against his ever being brought to trial fer alleged criminal activities*" 

(Chicago Today 1 0 / 1 2/73) 

Obvious as this was , it received little attention and virtually no thought in 
the repositories of power* It also turned out to be precisely accurate, nere accurate than 
even the few Todds who were heard expected. 

Nixon had it all planned out. The day after the printing of the bill of particulars 
against Agnew and tha his coordinated resignation, Nixon announced his selection of 
CoagressBan Gerald Rudolph Ford, Republican leader in the House of Representatives, to 
be the country's first unelected Vico President, (Post IO/ 13 / 73 ) He later became the 
first unelectod President* 
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Like Nix#*, Ford’s Csagressional record, was singularly wihout accomplishment. 

His one achievement was in limiting the enemies ho made* Survival for him was not dif- 

f&chigan 

ficult. Ho came from a safe constituency of which Grand Rapids is the bestOknewn landmarko 
Johnson, 

Lyndon ixtexxxaf. no mean political phrase-monger, had said of Ford that he had 
played £r football too long without a helmet and that he was so stupid he couldn't 
chew gum and walk straight at the same time* 

However, this same Johnson apparently found his estimate of Ford to be a political 
asset because in time of Johnson’s great political need, to quiet and control the official 
account of how KFK was assassinated, which also means how Johnson became President, he 
ch# 3 c Ford as one of ikx his GoiiLiission’ s members. It ©scaped attention that in his 
selection of the Commission’ s seven members Johnson departed from tradition and 
undeviating precedent t© appoint a major of five our of seven from the minority Repub- 
lican party 0 

Ford mor© than justified Johnson’s confidence in him. lL o was an unquestioning 

supporter of the official line on the assassination, the line that bdeame the substitute 

for both fact and investigation, as my series of six books establish 

When there were leaks from the assassination inquiry and Ford wanted to be 

cleared, he asked J G Edgar H© 0 ver t@"imvestigate"himo Hoover sent an agent to accept 

Ford’s denial that ho had leaked. This was the FBI’s total "investigation" that Ford 

preduly proclaimed had "cleared" him* (Whitewash II, p. 8) 

When there was money to be made from this added J^ost, Ford alone of the seven 

Commissioners commercialize his work. To facilitate this and eliminate any work for himself 
John R. Stiles, 

ha put/his former campaign manager on the public payroll, oalling him a special assistant 
on Warren Commission affairs* There was no such post, there were no such duties to 
perform, Stiles figures in no Warren Ceronission work, but he did ghost Ford’s book, 

Portrait of the Aasassin * They split tho loot, disappointing as it was, and also ghosted 
a private Warren ^eport for Life magazine from which the return was net what Ford would 
have like. However, he is a man who was content with what he could get as long as it 
cost him nothing. 



With the public paying Stiles, whatever Ford get was better than nething. II© also 
get considerable free attention, which is a payoff to politicians,, 

However, when Ford had done no investigating and when he knew no more than the 
Commission would report he did face a problem in having something to sell other than 
his and Stiles' distortions of the Commission 1 s views „ Ford's solution to this problem 
was simple. It csuld not have been unknown to Nixon. Ford simply stole a Top Secret 
transcript of a Warren Commission executive session so ultra-secret that no member of 
the staff was permitted to bo present or even read the transcript. It is with this 
sensation that Ford *3 book opens. 

For, however, was net content to steal a document classified so highly that 

it is a criminal offense and if classified honestly eh could mean war w&uld result,, 

The session was allegedly to consider the secret evidence that the accused 

assassin. Lee Hawey Oswald, had been some kind of federal agent. I had sought t© obtain 

a copy properly for about six years. Finally, in a bizarre suit under the Freedom of 

Information lav/, X did obtain a copy. It is printed in facsimile in WHITEWASH IV, which 

also containsdetails ©f Ford'"' personal dishonesties, extending to perjury. Hat 

Ford was not content merely, to steal and sell this transcript. Ho edited it, 

omitting any indication of editing. What he eliminated is all the substance, the 

evidence that proved the ^oport of his Commission and the content of Ills book are fakes. 

( U,'h lit 0u. ( Uut J 

More, and not insignificant, this transcript is the most definitive self-condemnation 
of federal intelligence agencies, particularly the CIA and FBI, Their importance in 
The Watergate investigation and rolatod matters is great. Ford, in eliminating every 
adverse word without indicating any ©mission?, did them a major favor and put them in 
his personal dobt 0 

Were this not enough to qualify him as Nixon's personal choice. Ford added to this 
unique record when he was questioned in his confirmation hearings by swearing falsely. 

If net before that moment ho then became a true Nixonian, a criminal in high office. His 
crime was perjurjr. He swore that "we did not use in that book nay material other than 
the material that was in the 26 volumes of testimony and exhibits. ttetxHerex (WHITEWASH 



IV, p. 12 ) At the time of tills perjury what Ford stale and sold was still classified 
Top Secret. Net until the next year, in response to my efforts ©f s© many years, 
was it declassified/on June 14o (V/HITEV/ASH IV, p 0 15) 

A more complete and more dish©ncst alteration of this stolen Top Secret 
transcript for political objections is impossible to conceive. A word-for-word comparison 
jctih of Ford* s corruption and the original establishes thiso(VfflITE\fASH IV, pp c 124-30) 

In tills record alone Ford established himself as a man true to Nixon’s ethics, 
morals and principles. 

But there was tffcore, his part in the Nixemiaja/Watergaters "Impeach Douglas" 
campaign. This all society’s protective institutions also managed to avoid mentioning 
when Ford’s confirmation as Vice President was under consideration. The avoidance was 
not accidental, as my own efforts establish. I made strong and repeated ef fortes to 
get those who were most vocal in trying to force Nixon out ©f office to use the work 
I held by then already completed. 

Not one would. 

Major newspapers and newsmagazines, a TV net, the AFL-GIA and several on Capitol 
Hill are among those who just would not get interested in thox record ©f the man next-in- 
line to ee lpl^i e^the ruin ef the land# then the political and economic toll of Nixon 
and his Watergate were being felt acutely. Ford’s earlier joint operation v/ith Th© 
Watorgators, not reporter, $ot the subhect of "investigative reporting," became a non- 
ovent 0 The Watergate was front-page news but a new President- to-be with Watergate con- 
nections was not news. Net of political interest. 

The infantilism of the political thinking was spelled ©ut for me at the AFL-5I0: 
the faster wo got another vice president the faster we can get Nixon out. 

But th© Jdbfcsd: kind of vice president, the qualities of the man who would v/ith some 
certainty seen be chief executive? T© this there was no theught, x n it n© concern. 

When the times called for a loader with the premise of providing leadership, a 

a man who could seen needs, feel them and find ways of meeting them, & man wh# could not 
chew gum and walk straight w as a perfectly good choice if it means a few da#s less of 



Nixon* It didn't, ©f gouts©. Once F©rd w as confirmed, and there was no real opposition 
t@ it, Nixon* s continuance in office was nore certain, not less. 

Why should anyone want a man of Ford*s 2^©ven nothingness to hhe± anyone else? 

A man whoso long political history was as undistinguished, with no success except 
political survival in a safe district and whose only asset was not having made many enemies 
A man who, when he tried to put belief into action reached his highest point in the 
averted effort to impeach Douglas, with the assoicates he had in it, with the suggestion 
of blackmail added? This kind of man a leader or what the country also needed, a healer? 

He a man who could bring the disgusted and discouraged people back into the political 
process, who could draw the fractionated politicians together so that what needed doing 
might be done? 

If there was any public discussion by the real leadership of the land about what 
kind of President Ford would make, I s %w and heard none© 

It was the same kind of non-thinking by those with power that had seen to it that 
there was a non-investigation of Nixon and the entire Watergate mess. 

Nobody seemed t© thinjj or even caro about why, with all the people in the country 
from whom to draw, from all the legislators and governors and others of statute, Nixon 
was ready, once he dsxpodxAgiDSMxiKi threw Agnew to the chasing wolves and slowed them down 
a bit, with Ford. Why Ford of all the possible choices when Nixon had a froe choice, a 
choice without limitations? 

The obvious answer is that Nixon saw benefit in Ford, that he felt Ford would 
serve Nixon* s efforts to remain unimpoached - and out of jail - best with Ford as his 
successor. And this alone should have given the Congress pause. 

There was n© thinking as there was no real investigating© Two of the other efforts 
with major-media elements 

I made/ in the same period illustrate this incapacity ©f those with influence to think and 
act as the needs of the country demanded. 

For me any effort, any giving away of ny work, jeopardized it. A writer lives by 
his writing. Experience had taught no that these who do not dig information up ©r out 
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often fail to understand, it and more often tend to misuse it, having more interest in 
the immediacy of a single headline than developments of a full story* 

By invitation I aaw the chief investigative man of a TV net and the experienced 
specialist on The V/atergat© of a major newsmagazine the same day* The first had, following 
phone conversation, expressed an interest in an unexposed proof of mere CREEP laundering 
of money and evidence of socret payoffs* In a year of suppose investigating neither he 
nor any other "investigators" had chocked my obvious, •public source* I kept my promise 
and gave him an electrostatic copy of the Nash chock to Hogan 6b Hartson as a substitute 
for those identifiable bills Dorothy Hunt had with her in that fatal crash* This man lost 
a colleague in that sane crash* didn't know what to do with the check* I said let me 
work with yeu 9 I 1 11 shew you what it means and leads to* 

The suggestion horrified him* ^ero they were, this major national institution with 
all that highly-paid experienced staff* Did they need help? 

What did this suggost te him as obidenc©, I asked, to what did he think it would 
lead him? 

He had mo ready answer* But he remained offended that any outside help could be 
used by his national nows institution* 

And so that payoff channel remained unexposed, the Bittiaan part in the bribery 
went unreported and the bribery itself was masked, and Hunt continued to swear falsely 
every time he took an other* 

T© any real investigator, even at that relatively late date, following up the 
loads that one bit of evidence, that single chock provided, could have hastened the 
Hat±BHg± healing of the worst wound the nation had suffered* 

This man is not alone* I gave the hidden serial numbers of all the bills Dorothy 

Hunt carried to others, in the media and in the Congress, and there was no tracing of 

thou to an identifiable source, sb evidence of still mere illegal money and more crooked 

CREEPing* This history of the FBI 9 a lack of interest in these same bills and their z 

identification and tracing also was of no interest, not even to those supposedly 
investugating it, at least one ©f whom was a former FBI a an and one @f the better 
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There is s© much guilt to lie shared, abdication of responsibility was so wide- 
spread, naming names would be t© single a few out for responsibility all shared. 

At the news magazine's office, in its conference room, I laid out a much more 
detailed account of the unexpesed of which I had already developed proof and of leads 
that were certain to lead to other and solid proofs* One of these illustrates the 
true nature of what has eame to be called "investigative reporting." 

I told this mi that in that very building there was a hidden CIA domestic 
operation and there was a good j>robability any decent inquiry would place &unt in it 
and in proscribed, illicit activity. 

Now that did interest him. It explained t© him wh$r, when he saw a friend he knew 
was CIA in the elevator, this friend signalled that he wanted not to be recognized. It 
happened often, ^ad vibes. They net often enough, naturally, being in the same building 
each day. but when the CIA had its vast new. building "accross the river" this experienced 
reporter had no curiosity about why one of its men had an office in downtown Washington. 
Hd ho checked the building directory he'd have found no listing for CIA. And had he 
checked the floor on which he friend left the elevator he'd have found only reason to 
believe it held a covert operation. 

Not news? 

Not more important news at the time of Watergate investigation? 

Pinpointing that building as the nest of this secret CIA operation was so simple 
I vras able to do it at hone, without tailing a stop, by reading the entries in the 
Washington City directory! It required n© more than a reading of what had become public 
in Hunt's own words t© identify the single city block. Each is listed separately in the 
derres: directory i^ublished for each city. 

This is so simple it can harilj? be called invesigating. but no single reporter of 
n© single element of the nows media ahd the imagination or took the trouble. And thus it 
remains unlaiwon to the people that to the CIA the United States is for all the world just 
another potential enony land in which it needs its own "station." 
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Subordinate to the major installation, the station, there are bases® In all 
potential enemy countries, including the United States® They are not a3 well hidden as 
the spooks think* But with this kxda kind ©f reporting, the spooks don't have to try 
hard as they spy on their own peoplo 0 It wouldb he easy to identify CIA bases near its 
station at 1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, M e , a new building most of whose offices hold 
reporters and columnists® 

Even the Reporters 1 Committee for Freedom of the Press® 

Maybe sene day one will look into what vras done on the fifth floor® 

For my own purposes, with the limitations imposed on one Han undertaking s© largo 
an inquiry-ahalysis while doing other work, it was sufficient to ask a man whoso disgust 
over SK&ECtM CIA improprieties had led him to quit in mid-career® II© confirmed what it 
had taken so little effort to figure out® 

The Hullen/Bemiett/Hunt office, the office whose cover was used by the Watergaters 
and on Dossior on Dauglas ® is on the sane side of that block, at the eastern corner® 

So, nobody had any interest if Ford or in investigating him or in trying to figure 
out why he alone of all Americans was Nixon 1 s immediate choice to be the first appointed 
American Vice President, which also meant waiting to be the first President ever chosen 
by the nan he would succeed® 

And so Nixon, without difficulty, with no real problem of any kind, out in 

©ffico the man who, as Law Professor Thomas Todd had out it and as was obvious to any 

analyst, "would servo as Nixon* s insurance policy against him over being brought to trial 
for alleged criminal activities®" 

Nixon had almost another years of rearguard fighting aidod by this protection that 
was so unhidden Ford took the stump in Nixon’s defense® During that year Nixon was 

making his necessary arrangements. By the time of this "fatal shot" disclosure of only 

a small fraction! of what he had lied about and succeeded in hiding Nixon’s insurance was 




set and paid off on, 
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I'laturally Nison was not about to adroit that he'd bought insurance in ranking 
F®rd President. Bu the fact are a) that Nixon made Ford President and b) Ford gave Nixon 
full insurance-woro oven than he could deliver. 

Consistency is the hobgoblin of the snail mind. Nixon was consistent to and 
through the end. For all the world as though the entire world did not lqjew truth from 
fiction, he delivered his resignation address to the nation at 9*01 j?.n» August 0, 

1974 forst calling it not his resignation but by titlexama merely 'hDDDREoS BY THE 
PRESIDENT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE" and in the first sentence no more than "This is the 
37th time I have spoken to you from this office, where so many decisions have been made 
that shaped the labTrfcr history of this nation." ( Quotations from official text.) 

Ifi there is but a single sentence in which there is no public indecency it is 

his 

in this one, which makes no reference to thwas tpLdden and liod-about " decisions... 

that shaped the history of this nation." 

Obscenity immediately took command of the unreoentant who iamediatelt claimed 
innocence and to be the victim of those "enemies" again: 

"I have always tried to do what was best for the Nation. Throughout the long' 
and difficult period of the Watergate, I have felt it was my duty to jixscsxxxb 
persevere, to make every possible effort to complete tho term of oft ice to which you 
elected me. In the past few days, however, it has become aisax evident to mo that I no 
longer have a strong enough political base in the Congress to justify continuing that 
wffort*" 

snaking gun, n© fatal shot, no admission ©£ wrongdoing -tho most serious 
ericu. in the Nation's too centuries of existence# N© certain impeachment, the nation's 
first of a ibex president# wholesale originality* N© ©xconomic political disasters# 

N© revolving jailheuse doors* Only an innocent Nixon and an ©Murate Congress determined 
t@ lay waste to the land "hcaause I no longer have a strong enougn base in the Congress 
to justify continuing' 1 with those glorious efforts that had wrecked the country and 
disillusioned the people# 
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Our account of the unirapeachMent of Richard Nixon began with this what has 
■become tho cleanest part of that agony, his "explectives deleted* 1 fuek, shit, pi: 
and who knov/s are really cares what else that se offended his hardcore 0 It closes 
with eht sribfc authentically obscene, h© leaving* 



isos 



X 

his set the spirit and the tone, TV picked it up 9 seeking to eoumercialize 
the ultimate in national disgrace* The next day CBS clained 110 viewers of this 
UnWashingtonian ‘’farewell." BBC, net to he outdone, clained 150 million* Bttween them, 
kh± counting the infants and tho dying, these who had no TV, those whose disgust 
tuned them elsewhore (in Wasnington alone one independent had an &/o audience opting 
football) and im± counting tho other commercial and non-commercial networks, these 
two clained for sales purposes more than 100^ of the total national population. 

Not counting those who used radio, either 0 

Or these who had no stomach for any of it* 

For more than two years, from Nixon's account, he had "persevered" only to 
"servo the constitutional purpose" that "Has been served." 

This is probably the first time in the history of the world - certainly the 
first time a United States President - clained that wheeling and dealing to stay out 
of jail was to "servo the eonstitutuenal process*" 

Her© to the end Niixowas. said so: "I would have preferred to carry through 
to the finish whatever the personal agony." 

The echoes of Marc Antony k hmi were in his fantasies only. 

As he quit Nixon proclaimed,"! have never been a quitter." VJhy this great sacrifice 
"abhorent to evemy instinct in my body?" (in mortals instincts arc in the Blind* )So that 
!fthe problems we face at home and abroad" - his criminality was not one nor was any 
of his creation or his rosponsibiluty - can bo faced by "a fullt-time President and 
a full-time Congress." 

Naturally, all time taken from "full" was in ho way because of his Natergateing. 

Not at all. He forecast "my personal vindication" if he did not put the interest 
of the nation first, "in a period when our entire focus should be on the great issues of 
peace abroad and prosperity a± without inflation at home." Having begun and assured 
"inflation at homo" and throughout the world, could ho have said less? 

He consoldd him, self, hov/cver, knowing that "as I told the Nation when I nominated 
[Ford] the leadership of America will be in good hands." 



"Good hands" indeed, ^ood enough to increase inflation, decrease prosperity and 
to forGC the public resignation of the new President’s first personal appointee because 
he had been deceived and having been deceived in turn deceived the press and through it 
the nation© 

Then the unbending poor abused nan bent just a wee bit, the true humility ©f his 
great soul compelling tho admission that "some of my ludgements were wrong" but he 
straightened immediate, halted by no more than a single comma, to proclaim purity 
again," they wore made in what I believed at the time were the best interest of the 
Nation," 

Never before have broadaxed slaughter of the Constitution, wholesale robberies, 
the framing of the innocent, the beating ia£ up on citizens, cemon and uncommon stealing, 
abuse of diplomatic rightd and privileges, gypping on taxes and the subverting of the 
electroal process and of a system of society been raised to so high a purpose, "the 
best interest of the Nation©" 

A man whose spirit can soar so is not without charity: "And to those who have not 

felt able to give no your support [moaning xxxs^raxiy the overwhelming majority of the 

people and their elected representatives] let no say I leave with no bitterness toward 

those who have ep2X>sed me©,." 

-these "enemies"- 

In time, perhaps, thoy/will come to appreciate tho rightness of the broadaxes 
slaughter of the Constitution, wholesale robberies, the framing of the innocent, the beatin 
up on citizens, common and uncommon stealing, abuse of &ix>loiiatic rights end privileges, 
gypping on taxes and the subverting of th-j electoral process and of a system of sodety 
as the absolute apotheosis of dxdxsaLt selflessness and dedication to the public weal* 

He has, this poor, misunderstood and abused man, a sihgle regret, "hot completing 
my tern," But boundless gratitude for "serbing as your President©" Not to say getting* 
rich on it. 

When he talked about having" ended America’s longest war," without Motioning that 



he had prolonged it for his first administration and into the second to assure th* — 
prolongation 

second, that msck automatically became "the work of securing ai lasting peace in the world. 

Here there were editing and content problems or the final typing was long delayed 
because there is a blanK half- -page, with the typing job the work of but an hour* It is 
followed by boasting with which thoso who buy gasoline and fuel $dl may not entirely 
agree,"* oo 100 million people in the Arab countries oo.o now look on us as their friends* 
But we can forget about that many more Arabs because "For more than a quarter of 
a century in public life 0 **I have fought for what ^ believed in 0 " 

This, at least, Makes his belief clear enough* Especially when fortified with 
"what Theodore Roosevelt once said about the nan in the arean, ‘Whose face is marred by 
dust and sweat and blood, who vy aliantly { Strive s^7 who orrs and comes short again end 
again because there is no effort without error and shortcoming*. * spends himself in a 
worthy cause* o0 n 

w „ r 

One wonders if those ’ xk with"face mrrod by dust and sweat and hifai blood" 
and who erred before going to jail, if those caught in the Watergate and these caught 
up in what it led to appreciate that someone in the ^hite House road something besides 
Six Grises * 

In closing this announenent, just before he went off to a paranoidal seclusion 
and a paranoidal attempt to kill hinself by refusing medical treatment, he 11 pledged" 
again that A as "I have done ny very host all the days [ since"! first took the oath 
of office as President" andj t© bo true to that pledge confident that the world ± sk & 
is a safer place today*" 

History will have to recount if in the weaning he did not intend the world 
became "a safer place" the day he e^ft it* 

This was the more unemotional part of jis grand departure* The next day 



the prelude to Valhalla was 19 mmi minutes of Hollywood ham, from 9:56 a.m. until 
9:55, the official test of which is headod "REMARKS OP THE PRESIDENT TO THE MEMBERS OP 
THE CABINET AND THE WHITE HOUSE STAPP. He was still President, hu arranged a farewell 
unlike any of the past, and he contribed to rewain President long enough for the 
grand exit, complete with all the expensive trappings. 

His resignation became effective when Air Force One, renewed by him "The Spirit 
of '76," was flying with a different spirit over Missouri. Gerald Rudolph Ford was 
sworn in at 12:05. 

The grand exit was "one of those things that we always arrange whenever the 
President comes to speak... But on our part, beliove ne, it is spontaneous." 

This is the real Nixon. Stll asking, "believe we," for an exit in disgrace so 
"spontaneous" there had to be that red carpet rolled out for the regal feet as he 
strode to the helicopter. 

In that moment when his next urgent need was not to appear in court to testify 
as a witness or face criminal charges as a defendant it was only "au revoir. We will 
see you again." 

This was a moment for kindness, for thought and forgiveness and the great spirit 
within the broken man rose to the occasion, heaping praises on "thus house" of which 
"I was thinking as... as we walked down this hall." It was not the "biggest," not "the 
finest" but "the best house" in the world. Because "This house has a great heart, and tht 
heart comes from thoso who serve." 

For the cabinet too, kindness and appreciation, "I am proud of this Cabinet. I 

an proud of all the members who have served in our Cabinet." iDne is the first convicted 

imia criminal Attonrey Genral whose predecessors was under multiple criminal indictments 

oum 

at that moment, it "I am proud of tfejtxftkfenc our sub© Cabinet." One had already served 
his sentence. 

It was a moment for generosity, too."...surewe have done some things wrong in 
this Administration, and the top man always takes the responsibility, and I have never 



ducked it." Oiri yx f xBax t h B XHmg igHjb^xia xfoavmr YfccKm "-Never" means only from the beginning* 
This is his newest proclamation of personal innocence and purity. Not he,, not even his, 
"this Administration" did those wrong things* They were "Mistakes, yes. But for personal 
gain, never. You did what you belietoed in." His fraudulently unpaid taxes alone were 
a half-million, his properties, not paid for and bought under dubious conditions were 
enhanced by taxpayers' millions, but "you" did it and not for personal gain. 

For their children - "and I hope the Nation's children will hear it too" there 

was the tribute the "Government service that is far more important than money. It is 

a cause bigger than yourself... of making this the greatest nation in the world, the 

leader of the world, because without our leadership, the world with know nothing but 
, possibly starvation. . . " 

war/.." Here the dedication to Orwellian practise, where "peace is war." Afbdosaxaaax 
tfcfiBzifcxi Much of Africa wasthen in its third year of well-telov&sed starvation* And 
in his administration much of America's land lay fallow. 

There was the admonition to bo "strong," ax more important that "generous" 
generous as Wo have been" and "more generous" that we will be. The strength must be 
"in our hearts, strong in our sould, strong in our belief, strong in our willingness 
to sacrifice... in a pecuniary way, to serve the Government." 

He had a message for those who ask "What will I tell ay kids?" when "they see 
the mistakes that are [sicj made. They getthe impression that everyone ixxSsxKxinuactx 
is here for the purpose of feathering his own nest." But that was "not in this 
Administration, not one single man or woman 0 " Not he. And San Clemente and Key Biscayne 
were not "d feathered." 

It gushed out in the s tenges t expression of mixed emotions, with incoherence 
and without logic or connection, from this new proclamation of purity to the country's 
need for "good farmers, good businessmen, good plumbers, good carpenters," whence without 
breakor connection, "I remember my old man.... sort of a little nan, concton man." H» was 
not calling himself a chip off the old block. He was proud of his old man who "was a 
streetcar motornan first, and then he was a farmer, and then he had a lemon ranch" 
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He was proud of his "old man," proud enough to remember and say of him and this lemon 
ranch that "was the poorest lemon ranch in California" that "He sold it before they found 
oil on it." 

The transcript shows "(Luaghter)". 

Was this not a fitting time, too, to remember mother? ?My mother was a saint." 

He repeated it before remembering he had, 31* as "we look into the future," ikss 
this "little quote £bbhxi: in the speech last night from T.R. As you know^ , I kind of 
like to read books. I am not educated but I like to road books." Again, "(Luaghter)" 

"And the T.R. quote was a pretty good one." So good that he followed it with another about 
T.R's daughter of whoa T.R. had written when she died young thgt "She was beautiful in 
face and form and lovlior in spiritmi " with a "saintly unself ishnesa...oure." T.R. 

"thought the light had gone from his life forever — but he went on" to greatness because 
"he was a Bian. And as I leave, let me say that is an example I think all of us should 
remember. . . " 

This was the occasion for more jaokes, more tanscript "(Laughter)" about how he 
passed the bar exams: "I mean my writing was so poor the bar examiner said/We have just 
got to let the guy through. ' " 

Where was Moscow? 

He was wound up. But he wound down with encouragement, tmtVHrg saying "the young 
must know it" that after disaster "It is only a beginning always." They should also 
know that "greatness comes when you are really tested." 

"And so I say to you on this occasion, as we leave, we leave proud of the people 
who have stdiod by us and worked for us..." All those jailed, all indicted, all who as 
befits corporate executives bought their way out with insignifcant fines* 

"We want you to be proud of what you have done." ^e did not mention "Watergate." 

H# could not have had it in mind with the admonition that followed, "Always give your best,/ 
never get discouraged, never be potty." 

This man whoso career was built on hate and who had official lists of "efaemies" 
to be hated anad against who he would use all the power of government had a fitting word 



on hate and a caution against indulging it / appropriate as he apparently saw it to his 
own innocence and a final curse on these "enemies": "always remember, others nay hate 
you, but those who hate you don't win unless you hate then, and then you destroy yourself." 

Unlike the official typed text the camera added a dimension, ^t caught the tears 
in the eyes of the head niskn cocked eerily sideways, the slack of the jaw, the weight 
that pressed the shoulders down, the weight of the fallen world. 

All the final paragrgn paragraph si too much for the surviving spirits with its 
invocation of the "many faiths" and "we pray perhaps to different gods" [sicj 

despite which "you will always be in our hearts and you will be in our prayers." 

It was an occasion to which one could only rise. There was no other direction 
possible. So rise he did, having compared himself with T.R. 's daughter so beautiful in 
foru and soul, his sainted aother, forgiven his enemies while he warned then of their 
coning detsruction and found good words for the Ehite House and even his "old man." 

3p risen from The Watergate and still pure as he said he was pure and honest as he said 
he was honest and unenrichod as he also said, he began this end with "we leave in high 
hopes, in good spirit and with a deep hiaility." 

This was a new Richard Nixon. 

He then strode like the hero he had just described himself as being, this ennoble- 
ment of all the nation stood for and all that was fine in man, out onto that red carpet 
and up the steps to the helicopter, waving as in e victory and with a smile where the 
tears had been and he raose again, this time in the chopper. 

This time for the last time. 

He was still high* when at 12:05 p.n. August 9, 1974, he ceased being President 

and became the nation's first to force himself out of office. 

how 

Only the next day was it disclosod/that paranoia so visible and so taboo 

on 

had expressed itself the night before his ordef:tt#t "The entire staff of the 

White House was locked up inside... for 23 minutes while President Nixon walked the 
groubds before making his resignation speech. . .White House police were stationed 

O' 

outside of each of the locked doors. Nobody was allowed out and nobody was allowed dm... 






Reporters thought they woro the only ones locked in, an impression the White House 
did nothing to change. "But it was all said to have been a Mistake, that the Secret 
Service had "Misunderstood President Nixon's wishes".,. In fact the order... caae... 
from ±ha President Nixon himself.. 0 "(WxPost 8/IO/74) 

Extra space 

The This was not the end of The Watergate. It was only the beginning of The 
Years of Our Ford. Orwell's spirit still dwelled in that great house. 

The Ford who had srolen and sold the "TOP SECRET" tanscript for profit 
and then sworn falsely about it to be confirmed said ho was not have a career of vetos 
as as his first signifificant legislative act vetoed amendments to tho Freedom of Informa- 
tion law. The Ford who said he would not pardon Nixon - this is the way his promise was 
taken and widely reported,- did in fact do exactly that. 

It was one month to the day. 

Ford picked a Sunday. H* pulled it off in such secrecy and with such dishonesty 
that his personally— selected press Secretary, Gerald terHorst, resigned in protest and 
in expiation of having deceived the press and the people through it. (AP 8/8/74) 

There were rumors of a deal. Of course Ford denied them, as he had denied stealing 
the "TOP SECRET" transcript of that he would pardon Nixon. Naturally it had not been 
understood between him and Nixon that in return for Nixon's selecting him alone of all 
Americans to be the first appointed President ho would grant Nixon a full pardon. 

Ford's taste is no whit inferior to Nixon's. He selected a Sunday, August 8 , and 
the moment that when he returned from paayers. He selected the moment when there wore 
fewer reporters in the White House press room and a skeleton TV staff only for his 
unannounced announcement. 

It wa 3 on the next morning's front pages, there being no Sunday evening papers. 

"For Grants Nixon Full Pardon, Says he has 'Suffered Enough" is the double banner 
accross the top of the Washington Post. 

That issue also reported at least part of a deal, "Nixon to Control His Papers." 

This meant control of all the evidence against himself and his cronies in crime. 
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The Nixon who was the unindicted co— conspirator in the major conspiracy trial 
due to begin any day was immunized by the man he made President from ''all offenses 
against the Unotod States, " Ford went further, loking into the future, and included 
in his "grant"of "a full, free and absolute pardon" along with all "offenses against 
the United States" than Nixon "has committed" all he "may have committed or taken part in" 
for the time date defined as every minute of Nixon's presidency plus while he fled it 
at government expense and any crime he nay have commited to that midnight at Safa 
Clemente." 

■^t was not only that Ford pardoned Nixon for even crimes unknown, no t 

mi* merely that he had given Nixon title to all the papers and tapes generated during 
the entire Nixon Administration including all the records of the plottings of all the 
crimes and all the proofs not already out that daused this to be scandalous. 

I t was actually negotiated, as two potentates negotiate, with emissaries on 
both sideso 

The dealings were reported fast enough. These things can't be kept secret. 

And of all the government's lawyers, all those in the Justice Department or GSA 
who deal with such matters, none suited Ford. For this delicate mission he selected 
that same Benton L. Becker/ who had been accused of attempted blackmail of 
M±i ouis Wolf son during Sard the Ford/Nixon/Wtergaters ' attempt to iapeach/Douglas. 

At the moment Ford chose the mixMdtjafamsBDMQi Decker with this past to work out 

the deal with Nixon that same B cc ker was under investigation by the Department of Justice 

„ ^ :ax , for tax fraud 

for alleged criminal violations"a£x±tem (‘WxPost 10/18/74) His indictment/had bsen recom- 
mended by the Department of Justice a month before Ford sent "ecker to deal with Nixon. 
(NYTiaes 9/23/74) 

lot no Department of Justice lawyer has, as Anthony Lewis put it (NYTiaes 9/16/74) 
"played any part in the business or even saw the document before it was approved." 

Becker also had helped Ford prepare for those confirmation hearings in which he 
had sworn falsely. (NYTimes, 8/9/74) , . , 

It was not long before some of his former clients who copped pieas in financial 

A 



scandals rc a w M«i zt « ]hngi±ta? *^ Y*gii-mrx- M iErai»Mto shades of the Agnow who also »kde Ford 
■^resident - were accusing Benton of crimes and of being part of some of their 

ta 

admitted crimes, as the Washington Post reported, his included suborning their perjury* 

As it is writ in Ecclesiastes, with The Watergaters of act and of philosophy 
there is nothing new under the sun. 

And as the poet write, the whoel turns full scale. 

Because of the years of abdication Nixon had remained unirapoached. Because he 

was able to pick his own successor he was able to obtain total absolution and to keep 

latched to most of his looting of the public till* (Ford had to take back by act of the 

hundreds of thousands of tax dollars 

Msngax&sngsKH Congress MBBfcxsfxKiacfc he had, through Becker, added to Nixon's reward.) 

And because all the institutions of society failed and all the men in those 
and failed because they feared 

institutions foared/the full story of The Watergate has not been told and now never will/ be 
What this teak book adds to what was known can't be more than a fraction of what 
mi could have been told, should have been and wasn't. But it adds new crime not charged. 

The moving finger writes and as it writes moves on but it now can't write all 

O 

that real justice, real freedom, real reason to have faith in scjoiety and its institutions, 
government and the men in it, require for a decent scoiety 0 

It can't write what the people need to be secure in their rights and in their lives. 
It can write what only one man can writ®. 

It can lament there were not more men to write more. 

And that those who did write did not write more and in some cases other than they did 



"The code of *thica that will be followed will be the example that I set," 



Ford declared 19 days after he took the oath of office as President 



